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ST. MARY’ S PARISH NEWSLETTER     JUNE, 2021 

 

From the Pastor’s Desk:   

Dear Friends, I  have enjoyed my time with you over these last two 

years, and am so grateful for all  the kindness and assistance you have 

given to me.  It has always been my dream to be a Redemptorist mis-

sionary, and now, in my 33rd year of priesthood, I am being allowed to 

realize that dream.  I go forward to Bishop Jon’s diocese with great joy 

in my heart. However, I know that it will be a challenging task for a  72 

year old priest. But I know that with your support and prayers, that Holy 

Spirit will guide me in this new and exciting adventure in Bechocho 

(Rae Edzo), and Fort Providence, NWT. 

New Appointments & Departures:  On Friday, May 21st, Bishop Mark Hagemoen published new 

appointments for the Diocese of Saskatoon. Included in these announcements was 

the additional information that the Redemptorist Congregation will be returning the 

care of St. Mary’s parish to the Diocese, effective December 2021.   

Fr. Mick will be leaving for his new assignment in the diocese of MacKenzie-Fort 

Smith  at the end of July.  Fr. Mark Millar,  CSsR, will serve as pastor of St. Mary’s 

from that date until Fr. Kevin McGee, our newly appointed pastor, joins us in De-

cember.  

Deacon Alfredo Medina, CSsR., who has been with us at St. Mary’s since October 2020, was or-

dained to the priesthood on May 27th in Mexico.  Fr. Alfredo will return here on July 2nd, will cele-

brate his first Mass with us, and remain here with our parish to assist Fr. Mark until the end of De-

cember.  

The plans for the Redemptorist’ departure have been ongoing for several years. Through our 

process of discernment—including the surveys of confreres that took place in 2020,  and many dis-

cussions both in Council and beyond, the Edmonton-Toronto Regional Advisory Council deter-

mined that our manpower was insufficient to  continue all our commitments, while preserving our 

essence  through viable community life.  Our decision to withdraw from St. Mary’s was very diffi-

cult. 
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The Redemptorist Congregation have served for 86 years at St. Mary’s since October 16th, 1935.  
I want to express our  thanks for the collaboration and support that has been afforded us, since that 
time, from parishioners, as well as from Bishops, clergy, religious  and other personnel of the dio-
cese. We will leave with heavy hearts, but will also  be   returning to our Bishop a very alive and vi-
brant community with a good financial foundation to build upon. 
 
On a more personal note, when Fr. Mark Millar arrives to replace me, I pray that you will receive 
him  with  great affection, and work with him to  make the transition back to the Diocese a healthy 
and transformative experience for all. 
 
May you also welcome my dear friend, Fr. Kevin McGee, with great joy, as together you will strive 
to bring the Good News of the Lord to the people of our area.  
 
Guadalupe Parish:  Two weeks ago I was invited to a meeting with Guadalupe parish to listen to a 
request from their staff, asking for more space at St. Mary’s for their parish.  I have spoken with our 
Parish Pastoral Council about this matter, and members of Council are willing  to meet for further 
discussion and clarification of what is  needed/wanted.  You will be kept posted as to these discus-
sions and the role parishioners will have in the final decision.  To be clear,  this is just a prelimi-
nary discussion and conversation.  
 
Liturgy and Worship: With the great Feast of Pentecost (the birthday of the church) having been 
celebrated, we have entered into Ordinary Time.  This weekend, we will celebrate the solemnity of 
the Feast of the Most Holy Trinity, and then next weekend, the solemnity of the Feast of the Most 
Holy Body and Blood of Christ.  Let us earnestly pray that with the celebration of these two great 
feasts, an end to the current pandemic will be a gift given to the world as we  strive to bring about the 
reign of God each week in our community Celebration of the Eucharist. 
 
A Special Thank You to all who helped to make our Eucha-
ristic celebrations this past year a joyful and faith filled time 
for all who came, despite our attendance limitations.  A debt 
of gratitude goes out to our dedicated parishioners, Deacon 
Alfredo, Music ministry, Lectors, Sacristans, ushers, décor 
team and our sign-in saints and sanitizers.  You were all so 
terrific !!! 
 
Flooding in the North:  The spring breakup on the MacKenzie and Laird rivers has caused historic 
and devastating levels of flooding in the North West Territories, including several communities in 
Bishop Jon’s diocese.  He has appealed for prayer, and donations to support flood relief in his north-
ern diocese.  To donate on line, please go to the MacKenzie-Fort Smith donation link at: https://
canadahelps.org/en/dn/m/6296/  (Please indicate that your donation is for Flood Relief.) 

 
PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER 

 
Reverend Ron Beechinor, passsed away Thursday, May 27th .  

Let us pray for the repose of this soul and for his family and friends. 

 
“Each of us is the result of a thought of God.  Each of us is willed, each of us is loved, 
each of us is necessary.”   Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI 

 


