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POPE FRANCIS’ MONTHLY PRAYER INTENTION 

 Let us pray for the church, that she may receive from the Holy Spirit the 

grace and strength to reform herself in the light of the Gospel. 

     

 

 

BACK “HOME” - GREETINGS from Fr . MARK:  

 In my 50 years as a Redemptorist I have spent 20 in the community of St. 
Mary’s Parish in Saskatoon.  From 1981-84 I was part of the Redemptorist Mission 
Team that worked out of St. Mary’s and went to parishes all across Western Canada.  
Then in 1993, after completing my doctorate in moral theology at the University of 
Notre Dame, I began 16 years of work as a clinical ethicist at St. Paul’s Hospital and 
for the Catholic Health Association of Saskatchewan.  During this time I often helped 
in the parish responsibilities but until this month I have never been a parish pastor or 
even an associate.   

 So this is a new experience for me.  It is a somewhat bittersweet experience be-
cause I will only be here for five months during which time the care of the parish will 
be transferred to the bishop and his diocesan clergy.  After 86 years, we Redemptor-
ists must move on due to our reduced numbers and aging priests.   

 I am nonetheless most grateful to be back at St. Mary’s.  During the first Sunday Masses I celebrated I 
was delighted to see so many familiar faces.  But there are many more people whom I still hope to get to 
know.  I invite parishioners who do not know me to introduce themselves and we shall make a connection. 

 My short stay here was occasioned by a promise I made to Fr. Mick Fleming that after two years here 
he would be free to fulfill his dream of the past several years to head into the Northwest Territories to assist 
Bishop Jon Hansen, C.Ss.R. in the care of the people of his far-flung diocese.  I am doubly delighted that Fr. 
Bill Bernard will be accompanying Fr. Mick, thus forming a small Redemptorist community.  Both of these 
men are in their 70s, which is a good reminder that age does not end our dreams. 

 As you might guess, an interim pastor is not about to make any significant changes in the parish.  Any 
such adaptations will have to wait for the new pastor who will focus his vision for St. Mary’s in consultation 
with the parishioners and various groups of the faithful.  I invite everyone to keep this time of transition in 
your prayers and I would greatly appreciate your prayers for Fr. Alfredo, Fr. Graham and myself as we con-
tinue to serve here in God’s Kingdom. 

 

FAREWELL & GOD BLESS:  Over 100 parishioners and friends, including 4 Redemptorist confreres, 
gathered at the parish hall on Monday, August 2nd, following the 9:00 am Mass to bid a fond farewell to our 
pastor, Fr. Mick Fleming.  Coffee and muffins were enjoyed by those in attendance, while they visited with 
parishioners they may not have seen since the beginning of the Covid 19 pandemic.  
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A short program followed in which presentations to Fr. Mick were given by Jeannette Amico on behalf of 
the CWL, Nick Blom on behalf of the K of C, and also on behalf of St. Mary’s parish.  Debbie Ledoux, on 
behalf of Guadalupe parish, presented Fr. Mick with a pair of beauti-
fully beaded raw hide mitts.  Ray Risling also spoke, presenting Fr. 
Mick with a hand imprinted t-shirt, to remind Fr. Mick of the good 
times he enjoyed playing hockey.  

Fr. Mick then spoke, thanking those present for their continuing sup-

port of him as pastor and of our parish, with special thanks to those 
individuals who spent many long hours on the church and hall reno-
vations. He hopes that we will be as supportive of Fr. Mark, interim 

pastor until December, and also of Fr. Kevin McGee, when he as-
sumes leadership of the parish.  Fr. Mick reminded us that we must 
also continue to care for those in our area who are among the most poor and needy, as well as those who 

are struggling with addictions and mental health issues.  

We will miss you, Fr. Mick, may God continue to keep you safe and shower you with blessings as you go 
forward to your new assignment in the North. 

We welcome and offer our support to Fr. Mark Miller as our interim pastor, and to newly ordained Fr. Al-
fredo Medina, as they guide our parish through the next months.   

THANK YOU:  Thank you to all those who helped with the set up before, and clean up following our 

farewell gathering for Fr. Mick, as well as those who brought baking or fruit for the event.  Thank you also 
for honoring Fr. Mick with your attendance. 

RENOVATIONS UPDATE:  Renovations in the church and hall are pretty much complete, walls have 
been repaired and painted, new light grey laminate flooring has been installed in the lower meeting room, 
and in both lower and upper kitchens, as well as on the stairs leading to the lower kitchen, creating a light-

er, brighter look.  All parishioners who  have seen these renovations are very pleased! 

Painting has begun at the Rectory, front offices, reception area, and doors have been painted, and other 
areas will be next.  Will keep you posted as progress is made. 

FINANCIAL OVERVIEW:  A financial  statement for the first six months of 2021 was available for par-
ish members to pick up following the weekend Masses at the end of July.  If you are interested in seeing 
this document, but were not able to pick up a copy, copies will be available at the rectory during office 
hours. 

LECTOR/COMMUNION MINISTER SCHEDULES:  Schedules for September and October are being 
prepared and will be e-mailed to lectors and communion ministers, in the next two weeks.  Others may 
pick up their copy at the church.  Thank you for volunteering for this essential ministry, Please remember 
to contact a replacement if you are unable to attend your scheduled Mass. 

 

Congratulations! 

Manuel & Ines Moreira,  June 22  60th Wedding Anniversary 

Wes & Sylvia Zakreski, July 14 65th Wedding Anniversary 

Nicholas & Maureen Blom, August 2, 

    35th Wedding Anniversary 

Berniece Keindel July 31       89th Birthday 

Aurora Ong  August 14     84th Birthday 

 

 “The measure of love is to love without measure.” 

    St. Augustine 


